
IMA Wire 8-1-2019

https://txma-ima.informz.net/...ersion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NzU0NzM4MyZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9ODMzMjMzMDk1[8/1/2019 2:09:00 PM]

Table of Contents:
In this Issue...
- Physician Fee Schedule:

Proposed Policy, Payment,
and Quality Provisions
Changes for CY 2020

- CMS and Prior
Authorization

- Idaho Industrial Commission
Fee Schedule

- ECHO Idaho Survey

- Stress of Litigation

- Additional Special
Enrollment Offered

- IMAFS Financial Health Tip
- Backdoor Roth IRA

- Saint Alphonsus Medical
Center - Nampa Achieves
Trauma Center Designation

- Office of Inspector General
(OIG) Work Plan

- Free MAT Waiver Training

IMA Wire
August 1, 2019

Physician Fee Schedule: Proposed Policy,
Payment, and Quality Provisions Changes for CY
2020 On July 29, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) issued a proposed rule that includes proposals to update payment
policies, payment rates, and quality provisions for services furnished
under the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) on or after January 1,
2020. This proposed rule is one of several proposed rules that reflect a
broader Administration-wide strategy to create a healthcare system that
results in better accessibility, quality, affordability, empowerment, and
innovation. It also includes proposals to streamline the Quality Payment
Program with the goal of reducing clinician burden. This includes a new,
simple way for clinicians to participate in CMS’ pay-for-performance
program, the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS), called the
MIPS Value Pathways.

The proposed rule also includes:

CY 2020 PFS rate setting and conversion factor (The proposed
conversion factor is $36.09, a slight increase above the CY 2019
PFS conversion factor of $36.04.)
Medicare telehealth services
Payment for evaluation and management services
Physician supervision requirements for physician assistants
Review and verification of medical record documentation
Care management services
Comment solicitation on opportunities for bundled payments
Medicare coverage for opioid use disorder treatment services
furnished by opioid treatment programs
Bundled payments for substance use disorders
Therapy services
Ambulance services
Ground ambulance data collection system
Open Payments Program
Medicare Shared Savings Program
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Stark advisory opinion process

For more information:

Proposed Rule: Public comments due by September 27
Press Release
PFS Proposed Rule Fact Sheet
Quality Payment Program Proposed Rule Fact Sheet

See the full text of this excerpted Fact Sheet (Issued July 29).

The AMA press release on the rule.
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CMS and Prior Authorization The Centers for Medicare and Medicare Services (CMS) is
looking specifically at prior authorization issues and would like to hear from you. These issues can be from
any payer, not just CMS.

CMS is on a tight timeline and must complete gathering information by August 9.

Suggested topics to consider:

What do you like about the prior authorization process?
What are the benefits of prior authorization?
What are some of the pain points of prior authorization?
Have you developed any work arounds or internal templates that you find helpful?
Do you use guidelines specific to the prior authorization type when submitting your request? (This
information would be helpful in determining alignment.)
Do you have recommendations for improving the prior authorization process? If so, what are they?

If you are interested in providing feedback to CMS, click to access the consent form and a thought bubble
form. The consent form is your approval to allow CMS to use your feedback. It isn’t required to complete a
consent form to allow CMS to read your prior authorization issues. The thought bubble form is optional as
well. On the thought bubble sheet, please include the state and role of the individual (ie. administrator,
physician, NP, PA, etc.).

If it is easier to email prior authorization feedback to the IMA Reimbursement team, we can submit the
feedback to CMS on your behalf.

Completed forms or email responses can be sent to IMA Reimbursement Specialist Pam McCord, CPC,

http://www.miec.com/WHYMIEC/DIVIDENDS.aspx
https://naslists.noridian.com/trk/click?ref=zrhr2ijpv_1-2feax3acccx017328&
https://naslists.noridian.com/trk/click?ref=zrhr2ijpv_1-2feax3accdx017328&
https://naslists.noridian.com/trk/click?ref=zrhr2ijpv_1-2feax3accex017328&
https://naslists.noridian.com/trk/click?ref=zrhr2ijpv_1-2feax3accfx017328&
https://naslists.noridian.com/trk/click?ref=zrhr2ijpv_1-2feax3acd0x017328&
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-statements/relief-administrative-burden-key-proposed-medicare-fee-schedule
https://www.idmed.org/idaho/assets/files/IMA%20Wire/Prior_Auth_Consent.pdf
http://www.idmed.org/
http://www.idmed.org/


IMA Wire 8-1-2019

https://txma-ima.informz.net/...ersion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NzU0NzM4MyZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9ODMzMjMzMDk1[8/1/2019 2:09:00 PM]

COC at pam@idmed.org or IMA Reimbursement Director Teresa Cirelli, CPC, CPMA at teresa@idmed.org.
Or fax to 208-344-7903. Please respond by August 9, 2019.

[Back to Top]

Idaho Industrial Commission Fee Schedule The Idaho Industrial Commission (IIC) has
recently received data from Milliman in which the Commission has proposed to keep the conversion factors
frozen for another year. The only changes will be the relative value units the Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) has published on December 31.

The complete Milliman benchmarking report is available on IIC website: http://iic.idaho.gov/benefits-
administration/medical-information/. The table below shows a comparison on a few office visit codes
between Milliman average and 2018 Medicare reimbursement for non-facility and facility.

E/M Code Non-Facility Facility
 2018 Average 2018 Medicare 2018 Average 2018 Medicare
99202 $101.00 $71.00 $79.00 $48.59
99203 $153.00 $101.94 $119.00 $73.37
99204 $239.00 $156.48 $196.00 $124.33
99212 $61.00 $41.40 $40.00 $24.51
99213 $104.00 $69.33 $74.00 $49.52
99214 $155.00 $102.60 $116.00 $75.97

*Average is based on Milliman’s 2017 Consolidated Health Cost Guidelines Database (CHSD)

The current 2019 IIC fee schedule can be found on the IMA website under Reimbursement in the
member’s only section. Practices may compare their established usual and customary fees with the current
IIC fee schedule to see if they are submitting worker compensation charges below the eligible
reimbursement rate. Idaho regulation requires worker compensation to be reimbursed on the lesser of the
amount charged or the established IIC fee schedule. The IIC fee schedule is developed with the relative
value units established by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services multiplied by the IIC
established conversion factor.

The worker compensation fee schedule was established taking into consideration the additional paperwork
time involved when treating a patient injured through their employment. Claim submission requires medical
records, physician may need to provide an opinion on the causation of the injury or prepare paperwork for
a disposition. Charges submitted at the usual and customary rates may not provide the additional
reimbursement for the additional work involved in treating the injured worker.

The IMA recommends that every physician carefully assess the financial impact of the proposed fee
schedule. Please submit any questions to IMA Reimbursement Director Teresa Cirelli, CPC, CPMA at
teresa@idmed.org or 208-344-7888.

[Back to Top]

ECHO Idaho Survey ECHO Idaho is a webinar lecture series that provides medical training and
mentoring to healthcare professionals around the state of Idaho. ECHO allows Idahoans to gain access to
specialty and high-quality primary care in rural and underserved areas by offering training to the providers
in these areas using videoconferencing software. Sessions are free, one hour a week, and take place over
the lunch hour. We also offer free CME. We have two tracks: Opioid Addiction and Treatment, and
Behavioral Health in Primary Care. Sessions include a short didactic presentation and a de-identified
patient case consultation.

We sincerely want ECHO to be as helpful a resource as possible to clinicians like you. To figure out how
we can be both more useful and accessible, we are asking you to give us feedback by taking this three-

mailto:pam@idmed.org
mailto:teresa@idmed.org
http://iic.idaho.gov/benefits-administration/medical-information/
http://iic.idaho.gov/benefits-administration/medical-information/
https://www.idmed.org/idaho/Idaho_Public/Members_Only/Reimbursement_Department/Idaho_Public/Members_Only/Reimbursement_Department.aspx?hkey=5af57a12-67d3-48ed-9e9b-199947a88c51
mailto:teresa@idmed.org
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minute survey. You don’t have to have attended ECHO to take this survey, and you can choose to be
entered to win one of five $50 gift cards

In the survey, you can let us know about items such as the following:

1. Healthcare issues you see in your practice or region about which you would like to receive more training.
2. Healthcare issues in Idaho you feel need more attention.
3. How ECHO can be more convenient for you.

Please help ECHO Idaho understand your practice's unique healthcare challenges, so we can better help
patients in Idaho.

[Back to Top]

 

Stress of Litigation
August 29, 2019 -
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

The Riverside Hotel, 2900 Chinden Blvd., Boise; Clearwater Room
Presented by MIEC

Agenda:

Complimentary buffet dinner will be served starting at 6:00 pm; the program will begin promptly at 6:30 pm.
IMA physicians along with spouses/partners are invited.

Stress of Litigation program description:

Most physicians will be sued for malpractice at some point in their careers. Have you ever wondered what
the litigation process would be like? How it could impact your practice, your relationships, and your health?
The Idaho Medical Association and MIEC cordially invite physicians and their partners/spouses to this
dinner program to hear firsthand from a doctor who has been there and survived. The panel of speakers
will include:

A physician who will share his personal experiences of coping with a medical malpractice lawsuit;
A defense attorney who will explain the anatomy of a lawsuit and how physicians can participate to
maximize their defense, as well as what NOT to do;
A risk management specialist who will offer tips for reducing liability and resources to support Idaho
physicians faced with a lawsuit.

Registration

MIEC members that are not IMA members can email membership@idmed.org or call 208-344-7888 to
register for the event.

[Back to Top]

 

Additional Special Enrollment Offered Many Idaho consumers were misled into
purchasing what they believed to be comprehensive health insurance plans from a company named
“Simple Health”. Due to the deceptive sales practices of Simple Health, these non-compliant ACA plans
have left many without coverage. Customers who purchased these Simple Health Plans are being notified
that these plans were misrepresented and do not meet the minimum coverage requirements.

The Idaho Department of Insurance and Your Health Idaho, Idaho’s state-based health insurance
marketplace, are granting a one-time Special Enrollment Period (SEP) for comprehensive health insurance
plans for these Idahoans. According to Your Health Idaho, notifications have also been sent to those
affected Idahoans by the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS).

Important notes to consider:

1. SEP will be available for a limited time. The deadline to complete an application, select a plan, and

https://www.uidaho.edu/academics/wwami/echo/clinician-interest
https://www.idmed.org/idaho/Idaho_Public/Calendar/Event_DetailCore.aspx?EventKey=MIEC082919
mailto:membership@idmed.org
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enroll is September 4, 2019.
2. To apply for coverage with Your Health Idaho, the customer will need to provide a copy of the letter

they received that states the eligibility for an SEP.

For questions, please contact Your Health Idaho by phone at 1-855-YH-IDAHO (1-855-944-3246); by
email at support@yourhealthidaho.org; or by mail at Your Health Idaho, P.O. Box 943, Boise, ID 83701.

[Back to Top]

IMAFS Financial Health Tip - Backdoor Roth IRA

For many physicians, funding a Roth IRA directly is not an option due to the income thresholds. In 2019, if
your taxable income exceeds $193,000 married filing jointly or $123,000 single you are not eligible to
contribute to a Roth IRA directly. Roth IRAs are a valuable retirement savings vehicle due to their tax
nature. Contributions are made with post tax money, but all growth is tax free! Before you start cursing the
IRS for once again confining the highly compensated there is still a loophole in the tax code that may
allow you to avoid the income limits and continue to fund a Roth IRA. This tax technique is called the
Backdoor Roth or 2-Step Roth. The technique involves funding a Traditional IRA with after tax money and
then immediately converting the funds into a Roth IRA. This must be done quickly and carefully to avoid a
taxable event. However, this detour allows you to avoid those income limitations! Note: If you have pretax
funds in a Traditional IRA or SEP IRA this technique may not be a good fit. You should consult your
accountant or financial advisor to ensure you remain compliant. For 2019, the contribution limit is $6,000
with an additional $1,000 for those over age 50. Contributions may be made until the 2019 tax deadline.

If you would like help utilizing the Backdoor Roth IRA and further exploring all the retirement savings
vehicles that are available to you, contact IMA Financial Services at 208-336-9066 to speak with an advisor
who has your best interest at heart!

 

[Back to Top]

Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Nampa Achieves Trauma Center
Designation Saint Alphonsus Medical Center – Nampa has been designated a Level IV Trauma
Center by the Idaho Time Sensitive Emergency (TSE) Program and the Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare. The designation certifies the Nampa hospital is capable of providing advanced trauma life support
prior to transfer of patients to a higher level trauma center, like Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center
in Boise, which is a Level II Trauma Center.

“A tremendous amount of work and dedication by our entire team went into achieving Level IV Trauma
Center designation,” said Travis P. Leach, President of Saint Alphonsus Medical Center – Nampa. “We are
now the only state-designated Trauma Center in Canyon County, and working in partnership with our
Boise hospital, we are able to provide outstanding continuum of care for victims of any trauma.”

The designation covers three years, and reflects the Nampa hospital’s commitment to providing 24-hour
evaluation, stabilization and diagnostic capabilities for injured patients. Certification as a Trauma Center
requires a medical facility have extra staff and capacity in the Emergency Department to respond to trauma
cases, as well as have imaging, laboratory, and specialists available 24 hours a day to treat the most
severe and critically injured patients.

Last year, Saint Alphonsus Medical Center – Nampa opened a new helipad for Life Flight and other

mailto:support@yourhealthidaho.org
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medical transport aircraft, allowing for more timely transport of patients to and from the Nampa hospital.

All four hospitals in the Saint Alphonsus Health System now have been designated as Trauma Centers:
Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center in Boise is the region’s only Level II Trauma Center, and has
been designated and certified by Idaho Time Sensitive Emergency and the American College of Surgeons;
Nampa has received its Level IV designation by Idaho TSE, and both Saint Alphonsus Medical Center –
Ontario and Saint Alphonsus Medical Center – Baker City have been designated as Level 4 Trauma
Centers by the Oregon Trauma Program.

A complete list of Idaho hospitals with Trauma Center designations is available here.

[Back to Top]

 

Office of Inspector General (OIG) Work Plan Office of Inspector General (OIG)
updated its website with its audit projects that were added in June. The IMA encourages practices to
monitor this website monthly to view recently added projects. These projects are projects that the OIG
plans to review.

1. Opioid Use in Medicare Part D in 2018 - The opioid crisis remains a public health emergency. In
2017, 47,600 opioid-related overdose deaths occurred in the United States. Identifying patients who
are at risk of overdose or abuse is key to addressing this crisis. This data brief will provide 2018
data on Part D spending for opioids, as well as on beneficiaries who received extreme amounts of
opioids through Part D and those who appeared to be doctor shopping. It will also provide data on
prescribers who ordered opioids for large numbers of these beneficiaries.

2. Review of Medicare Part B Claims for Intravitreal Injections of Eylea and Lucentis - Medicare Part B
covers ophthalmology services that are reasonable and necessary for the diagnosis or treatment of
illness or injury or to improve the functioning of a malformed body member. Ophthalmology services
include intravitreal injections of Eylea and Lucentis to treat eye diseases such as wet age-related
macular degeneration. Medicare pays for an intravitreal injection (which is considered a minor
surgery) as part of a global surgical package that includes the preoperative, intraoperative, and
postoperative services routinely performed by the physician. Medicare pays for Eylea and Lucentis
separately from the intravitreal injection. Chapter 12, section 40.1 of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services' Medicare Claims Processing Manual states that separate payment can be made
for other services provided by the same physician on the same day as the global surgery if the
services are significant and separately identifiable or unrelated to the surgery. OIG will review claims
for intravitreal injections of Eylea and/or Lucentis and the other services billed on the same day as
the injection, including evaluation and management services, to determine whether the services
were reasonable and necessary and met Medicare requirements.

[Back to Top]

Save the Date
Free MAT Waiver Training

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 ~ 12:30 – 5:00 pm MT

Do you want to be able to treat patients with opioid use disorder? Earn your MAT Waiver to prescribe and
dispense buprenorphine in this two-part training.

Live 4-hour seminar using video conferencing
Online modules you complete on your own.

Join with Zoom video conferencing from anywhere in the state! Participants must be able to join using a
webcam.

The training is for physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, and anyone interested in auditing
the training. The training will be led by Dr. Magni Hamso and Dr. Todd Palmer of Boise. Both portions of
the training are free and approved for CME credits based on your professional designation.

Physicians who complete the training qualify for the waiver to prescribe and dispense buprenorphine.

https://tse.idaho.gov/TSEDesignated/tabid/3761/Default.aspx
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/workplan/updates.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/workplan/summary/wp-summary-0000382.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/workplan/summary/wp-summary-0000383.asp
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Nurse practitioners and physician assistants will also qualify for the waiver after an additional 16 hours of
training.

More details, along with RSVP information is available here. Questions? Contact Kayla Blades at
echoidaho@uidaho.edu or 208-364-4569.
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